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M r. John "Jack" Yedinak, age 83 of Grand Haven, Michigan and Tucson,

Arizona passed away peacefully on Thursday, January 1, 2026. Jack was born
on December 29, 1942, in Chicago, Illinois to John and Jean (Love) Yedinak. On July

8, 1963, he married the love of his life, Mary Ellen Puplava in Grand Haven,

Michigan beginning a marriage that spanned 62 wonderful years.

Jack proudly served his country in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam Conflict and remained

active in veterans' organizations throughout his life, including the American Legion Post 28 in
Grand Haven, MI, and a life member of Post 131 in Green Valley, AZ. He also belonged to several
fraternal organizations, including the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks #1200 in Grand

Haven, MI - where he served as an Exalted Ruler, and a life member of Elks 2592 in Green Valley,
AZ; member of the Grand Haven, MI Knights of Columbus; Fraternal Order of Eagles in Grand

Haven, MI; and the Loyal Order of Moose, #1964 Tucson, AZ.

Jack was also deeply involved in his community where he served proudly for 9 years as a
volunteer for the Grand Haven, MI Department of Public Safey, and 12 years with the Pima

County Sheriff's Department as an Auxiliary Volunteer (S.A.V) in Green Valley, AZ. He was a
member of the Air & Space Forces Association for 30 years and a member of the Air Force
Museum Foundation for 40 years. Jack also enjoyed being a volunteer tour guide for 4 years at the

Titan Missile Museum in Green Valley, AZ where he shared his joy, smile, passion and honor for
all things military with thousands of tourists each year.

Jack was a member of the Green Valley Country Club in Arizona where he treasured his true love
for golf and the time spent on the course with his family. Above all else, he cherished being with
his grandchildren, taking great pride in each of them and delighting in every moment they

shared together. His warmth, sense of humor, and devotion to family will be deeply missed by all
who knew him.

Obituary John "Jack" Yedinak
DEC  29, 1942 - JAN  1, 2026

John "Jack" Yedinak
DEC  29, 1942 - JAN  1, 2026

PAGE 3 OF 8



Jack is lovingly remembered by his devoted wife, Mary Ellen, and by the family who brought him
the greatest joy. He was a proud father to three children; daughter Jean Crosby (husband James),

with whom he shared the joy of watching their children Jordan, Kelly and Isaiah (wife Mariah)
grow, and later welcoming Jordan's sons Connor and Collin; son John A. Yedinak (wife Jenny), who

blessed him with five grandchildren, including John (JP), Jacob, Ciara, Anthony, and Luke; and
daughter Teresa Carroll (husband Tom), who brought him great happiness.

Jack is also survived by his brother, James Yedinak, and his family. He was a caring uncle to Tracy

Koers (husband Nick), and a great-uncle to their son Ben. Jack was preceded in death by his sister-
in-law, Young-Hee Yedinak, who remains fondly remembered within the family. 

 
A Celebration of Life will be held 2:00 PM Friday, May 1st, 2026, at the American Legion, Post 28
in Grand Haven, MI. Memorial contributions in Jack's memory may be made to the American

Cancer Society. Please sign the family's online guestbook at Sytsema Funeral & Cremation
Services.
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Celebration of Life

American Legion Post in Grand Haven

700 S. Harbor Dr., Grand Haven MI 49417
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RR Roger Raymond posted:

I had only met Jack until after he moved into our carehome in Tucson, AZ. I use to love coming into

the home and talking with him. We developed a really good relationship. We were both in the military,

Jack Airforce, me retired Army. We used to love to kid eachother about the branch of service we

were in and enjoyed the banter.We had a little putting green in the backyard of the home and we

would play around and just chat. He ended up moving to another home to be closer to Green Valley. I

missed him then and more so now. I know he is in a better place and now knows all the answers to

the universe. Jack was a good man and wish I could have known him in his prime. My condolences

to Mary and the kids and grandchildren.

March 3 at 12:31 AM

IR Isaiah Runyon shared 4 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

The memories I shared with you I will cherish forever, love you Grandpa.

February 9 at 10:31 PM
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IR Isaiah Runyon shared 4 photos to the Tribute Wall album. February 9 at 10:31 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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